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Unlike federal funders, the independent status of funders results in a wide variety of experiences for faculty and sponsored research staff who interact with them during the grant application process. 

The brief guidelines below are intended to provide some basic tips on creating a productive and long-lasting relationship with funders. For additional information on this topic, please consult the Health Research Alliance’s  “FAQs about Funders” document.

· University foundation relations staff can be a key resource in helping your faculty to develop relationships with funders. 
· Clearly communicate to faculty any key information you have learned about a specific funder: 
· Who is responsive? Who is not? 
· Did you receive a proposal critique you can share with other investigators?
· Create internal proposal banks from your winning proposals
· Follow the instructions – don’t put a square peg in a round hole
· If you are not sure whether a proposal is within a funder’s scope of work; consult one of their program coordinators 
· Educate your grant applicants – be sure they know who their authorized official is. This is especially true in the case of student-focused funding.
· Creation of generic email boxes such as “research@university.edu” or “limitedsubmissions@university.edu” may make it easier for funders to stay in touch with your institution over time.




