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[bookmark: ExecutiveSummary]Executive Summary:

The Research Project Support Costs Workgroup of the Nonprofit Funder-Research Institution Partnership proudly presents to you this compendium of information that is the culmination of many years’ deliberation, collaboration, and inspiration. We thank all who contributed to the in-person and offsite discussions and helped to write or edit this document or its predecessor excel spreadsheet. This truly was a joint effort. We hope that you find this information helpful. 

What is a Nonprofit Funder? There are a broad range of organizations that fund biomedical research, including philanthropic organization, nonprofits, charities, non-governmental organizations, and other various types. Funders are often called Sponsors. Keep in mind that the classifications of RPSCs, definitions of Funding Mechanisms, and other assumptions made in this document should be considered a guideline. 

What is a Research Institution? There are a broad range of institutions that have been founded to conduct biomedical research, undertaken by employees who are scientists, clinicians, and other types of researchers and are also the applicants on applications that are submitted to your organization. It is to these institutions to which the funds are awarded by Sponsors, Nonprofit Funders or other funding agencies. 

What is a Research Project Support Cost (RPSC)? RPSCs are costs that may be otherwise considered Indirect (F&A) Costs by a governmental, nonprofit or other funding organization, but may be considered Direct Costs (and be listed as a budget line item) if they are directly related to a specific aim or task within a funded project. Many Nonprofit Funders who cannot provide a Negotiated F&A Cost Rate, can provide much-needed support to the Research Institution through their grant mechanisms with these RPSC budget line items. In this document, we provide concrete examples with the goal to encourage better understanding, empathy, and enhancement of current and future communications and collaborations.

[bookmark: _Hlk36051125]Each RPSC (A through N) has been cross-referenced to a particular type of Funding Mechanism (in Pink) which represents the type of award or grant in which this RPSC may typically be present. In addition, through a joint effort of the Nonprofit Funder-Research Institution (NFRI) Partnership “Examples of Research Project Support Costs Subcommittee” of the Research Project Support Costs Workgroup and the “Financial Reporting Subcommittee” of the Streamlining Administrative Requirements Workgroup, the RPSC examples in Red also have been cross-referenced to Finance Budget Line Items (1 through 7) in Yellow. It is important to note that every Nonprofit Funder and Research Institution is different—The information included in this document is for guidance only and not an indication of how any organization or person thinks a particular cost should be classified. 
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[bookmark: NonprofitFunders]Guide for Nonprofit Funders:

How should individuals at Nonprofit Funders use this document? 

Consider this document as a reference to determine what RPSC may be appropriate to request for a particular project, and what section of the submitted budget is appropriate for that particular RPSC to reside. You may already allow applicants to request RPSCs, you may be conducting research to determine whether you would like to add this as an option to your awards, or you may only want to inform yourself of what other Nonprofit Funders offer in their awards. Whatever your purpose, we hope that you find this enlightening.

The information has been split into different sections, depending on your interest, and has been cross-referenced using colors, hyperlinks, and lists. Please note that most of the underlined, capitalized words have been hyperlinked to take a reader to another location in the document either to read a definition or to refer to another section. At the end of every section, there is a “Return to Table of Contents” hyperlink to bring you to the beginning of the document.
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[bookmark: ResearchInstitutions]Guide for Research Institutions:

How should individuals at Research Institutions use this document?

Consider this document as a reference to determine what RPSC is appropriate to request for a particular project, and what section of the submitted budget is appropriate for that particular RPSC to reside. It is recommended that before applying for funding, you and/or the scientist/applicant employed at your institution check with each Nonprofit Funder to obtain descriptions of their particular funding mechanisms and application guidelines.

The information has been split into different sections, depending on your interest, and has been cross-referenced using colors, hyperlinks, and lists. Please note that most of the underlined, capitalized words have been hyperlinked to take a reader to another location in the document either to read a definition or to refer to another section. At the end of every section, there is a “Return to Table of Contents” hyperlink to bring you to the beginning of the document.
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[bookmark: RPSCExamplesbyGeneralCategories][bookmark: RPSCExamples]Research Project Support Cost Examples (by General Categories)
 
The following RPSC examples in Red have been cross-referenced to Finance Budget Line Items in Yellow through a joint effort of the NFRI Examples of Research Project Support Costs Subcommittee of the Research Project Support Costs Workgroup and the Financial Reporting Subcommittee of the Streamlining Administrative Requirements Workgroup. In addition, each RPSC has been cross-referenced to a particular type of Funding Mechanism (in Pink) which represents the type of award or grant in which this RPSC may be present (although all Nonprofit Funders are different, and the information included is for discussion/guidance only and not an indication of how any organization or person thinks a particular cost should be classified). If a Funding Mechanism is not associated with a particular RPSC, it may mean that although the cost is directly allocable, it will not be included as a line item in the budget or reimbursed by the sponsor due to the nature of the funding. Please refer to the Definitions section for detailed explanations of each term (if a term is underlined with a capital letter at the beginning of every word, then it has a definition below). RPSC are costs that may be otherwise considered Indirect (F&A) Costs by government, nonprofit or other funding organization, but may be considered Direct Costs (and be listed as a budget line item) if they are directly related to a specific aim or task within a funded project.

A	Office/General Purpose Supplies or Services	

This refers to an office supply that is integral and specifically identifiable because it will be needed for a different purpose than usual and/or in a volume that is significantly beyond normal demand. For example, 200 rolls of paper towels needed for direct use in the funded experiment(s) might be charged directly as the amount is significantly greater and the use significantly different than normal lab/department needs. Postage that is significant and necessary for the conduct of the project may be considered direct rather than an indirect department operating expense. Devices such as an iPad that are indirect costs for normal, administrative use may be given to caregivers at home to monitor and track health for project purposes. Typically found in Center Grants, Small, Pilot Grants, Symposium/Conference Support Grants and Traditional Project Grants.	

Finance Budget Line Items: 3 (Supply Costs), 5 (Other Costs)

[bookmark: _Hlk35957707]B	Office/General Purpose Equipment Costs

General purpose equipment is not designed for scientific purposes and is typically not directly allocable to research projects but there are exceptions. For example, a project with an unusual need, such as a remote site with significant printing and copying required to perform the work, or a Symposium/Conference project, may be able to justify the cost of a printer/copier. Service contracts, maintenance, and/or repairs on general purpose equipment that is directly charged might also be directly charged. While there may be exceptional circumstances that would justify the direct charging of some of these costs, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.
Also, see General Purpose Equipment Costs. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

Finance Budget Line Items: 6 (Equipment Costs)	

C	Administrative Salaries and Related Fringe Benefits	

Often the work of personnel classified as administrative is integral and specifically identifiable to specific projects. Examples include managing substances/chemicals, managing and securing project-specific data, developing and maintaining protocols (human, animals, etc.), coordinating arrangements for an extensive amount of travel, and coordinating research subjects. Additionally, this may include tech transfer staff carrying out sponsor requirements and other tasks that are administrative in nature but specifically identifiable to developing the invention. Center Grants, Symposium/Conference Support Grants and Traditional Project Grants, may have a volume of activity and sufficient budget maximums to support administrative salaries allocable to them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.	

Finance Budget Line Items: 1 (Personnel Costs), 2 (Consultant Costs), 5 (Other Costs)

D	General Administrative or Clerical Costs	

Often the work of personnel classified as administrative is integral and specifically identifiable to specific projects. Examples include managing substances/chemicals, managing and securing project-specific data, coordinating arrangements for an extensive amount of travel, and coordinating research subjects. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, and Traditional Project Grants, may have a volume of activity and sufficient budget maximums to support administrative salaries allocable to them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.	

Finance Budget Line Items: 1 (Personnel Costs)

E	Tech Transfer Costs

Often the work of personnel classified as administrative is integral and specifically identifiable to specific projects. For projects that may have more near-term deliverables, with heavy intellectual property application filing and/or licensing and commercialization costs, tech transfer staff may need to spend much time carrying out sponsor requirements and other tasks that are administrative in nature. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.	

Finance Budget Line Items: 1 (Personnel Costs), 2 (Consultant Costs), 5 (Other Costs)
			
F	Research Compliance Costs

Often the work of personnel classified as administrative is integral and specifically identifiable to specific projects. Examples include developing, managing and maintaining protocols (human, animals, etc.), managing substances/chemicals, managing and securing project-specific data, and coordinating research subjects. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

Finance Budget Line Items: 1 (Personnel Costs), 2 (Consultant Costs), 7 (Consortium/Contractual Costs)

G	IT Computing/Data Storage Costs

Data sharing and/or storage may be required by funder. Some examples include: Purchase of server for storage; Salary for IT data cleanup/maintenance; Equipment needed for a meeting or conference of scientists. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.	

Finance Budget Line Items: 1 (Personnel Costs), 2 (Consultant Costs), 5 (Other Costs), 7 (Consortium/Contractual Costs)

H	Computer Network Charges	

Data sharing and/or storage may be required by funder. Some examples include: Purchase of server for storage; Salary for IT data cleanup/maintenance; Equipment needed for a meeting or conference of scientists; Online program for clinicians/healthcare professionals to enter patients’ responses; and Creation of intra-site online connector. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

Finance Budget Line Items: 5 (Other Costs)

I	Facilities Costs

Project-specific rental of space.  For example, a surgical room or conference facilities; may depend on type of rental arrangement in place at institution. Center Grants, Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

Finance Budget Line Items: 5 (Other Costs), 7 (Consortium/Contractual Costs)

J	Operations and Maintenance Costs

Hazardous waste removal and other services that are normally funded centrally at the Research Institution might be directly allocable, particularly if there are unusual circumstances and/or the volume will be more than is typical for the institution's research projects. Center Grants, Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

Finance Budget Line Items: 5 (Other Costs)

K	Multi-Purpose Scientific Equipment Costs

A Multi-Purpose Scientific Equipment is a type of Special Purpose Equipment, which may be often directly allocable if required for successful completion of the project. However, this request may be questionable as a direct cost budget item if available for multiple projects or purposes. For example, a -80C freezer for patient samples in a clinical trial might be questioned because it could be used for other purposes. Some funders do not pay for equipment, as they expect the institution to have the required infrastructure to complete the project. Service contracts, maintenance, and/or repairs on special purpose equipment that are directly related to this particular funded scientific project might also be directly charged. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these associated costs.	
	
Finance Budget Line Items: 6 (Equipment Costs)

L	Trial Participant Facilitation Costs	

Trial Participant facilitation costs include costs incurred by trial participants for parking, Lyft/Uber/taxi, meal expenses, and/or fee reimbursements related to the logistics of participating. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these associated costs.

Finance Budget Line Items: 5 (Other Costs)

M	International	 Costs/Awards/Grants

This category represents many types of funding mechanisms to both international scientists working within the U.S. and abroad, and to U.S. scientists (lead, collaborator, consultant, etc.) travelling to conferences or conducting research abroad. Examples include: Travel Costs/Travel Fellowships to present research at International Scientific Conferences, complete face-to-face data harmonization/planning meetings, or learning a technique abroad; Non-U.S. citizens working in the U.S. (some Postdoctoral Fellowships and other types of NIH grants may not permit application from foreign nationals who are employed at a U.S. institution); Non-US citizens working at a Research Institution located outside of the U.S. (lead, collaborators, consultants, etc.). Typically, these types of costs are found in all categories of grants: Center Grants, Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member, Researcher Salaries Only Awards, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, Traditional Project Grants, and Travel Fellowships.
		
Finance Budget Line Items: 1 (Personnel Costs), 2 (Consultant Costs), 4 (Travel Costs), 5 (Other Costs), 7 (Consortium/Contractual Costs)

N	Project-Specific Audit Costs	

If a funder requires a separate audit of the specific funded project, the cost of procuring the necessary audit services may be directly allocable to the project. The following types of awards may have these associated costs: Center Grants, Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, Traditional Project Grants, and Travel Fellowships.
			
Finance Budget Line Items: 1 (Personnel Costs), 2 (Consultant Costs), 5 (Other Costs), 7 (Consortium/Contractual Costs)
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[bookmark: Definitions]Definitions:

[bookmark: Administrative]Administrative Salaries and Related Fringe Benefits (C)

Often the work of personnel classified as administrative is integral and specifically identifiable to specific projects. Examples include managing substances/chemicals, managing and securing project-specific data, developing and maintaining protocols (human, animals, etc.), coordinating arrangements for an extensive amount of travel, and coordinating research subjects. Additionally, this may include tech transfer staff carrying out sponsor requirements and other tasks that are administrative in nature but specifically identifiable to developing the invention. Center Grants, Symposium/Conference Support Grants and Traditional Project Grants, may have a volume of activity and sufficient budget maximums to support administrative salaries allocable to them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

[bookmark: Allocable]Allocable

Costs are allocated to projects directly, when they are specifically identifiable and integral to them, or indirectly, when beneficial but not specifically identifiable to them.		
					
[bookmark: Allowable]Allowable

Costs are allowable when allocable and not prohibited by the funder's policies. Not all allowable costs are fundable.	
						
[bookmark: CapitalEquipment]Capital Equipment

An article of tangible, nonexpendable personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per unit.

· Special Purpose Equipment is used only for research, medical, scientific, or other technical activities and is generally directly allocable to projects.

· General Purpose Equipment is not limited to research, medical, scientific, or other technical activities and is generally not directly allocable to projects.			
		
[bookmark: CenterGrants]Center Grants 

To support shared resources and facilities for scientific research by a number of investigators from different disciplines who provide a multidisciplinary, often long-term approach to a joint research effort or from the same discipline who focus on a common research problem. 

[bookmark: ComputerNetworkCharges]Computer Network Charges (H)

Data sharing and/or storage may be required by funder. Some examples include: Purchase of server for storage; Salary for IT data cleanup/maintenance; Equipment needed for a meeting or conference of scientists; Online program for clinicians/healthcare professionals to enter patients’ responses; and Creation of intra-site online connector. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

[bookmark: ConsortiumContractualCosts]Consortium/Contractual Costs (7)

Costs for subawards/subcontracts to a separate entity from the RI that’s performing some of the programmatic portion of the project.

[bookmark: ConsultantCosts]Consultant Costs (2)

Consultants are individuals hired to give professional advice or services for a fee, but not as an employee of the Research Institution (RI) and they do not perform a portion of the programmatic work. Consultants are used to provide such advice or services when no other RI employee with like expertise or experience is available to participate in the proposed project.

[bookmark: costs]Costs

The cost of the project to the institution, whether or not it is reimbursed by a funder. There are many RPSC defined in this document (A through N, as outlined in the section called “Research Project Support Cost Examples (by General Categories)”). For definitions of common categories/types of costs from a finance department budget category perspective, see the section called “Overlay RPSC Examples Within the Finance Invoice Template,” and the individual definitions of those 7 terms: Consortium/Contractual Costs, Consultant Costs, Equipment Costs, Other Costs, Personnel Costs, Supply Costs, Travel Costs.
						
[bookmark: DirectCosts]Direct Cost

Costs directly allocable to the research, whether it is (or is not) budgeted and/or reimbursed by a funder.	
						
[bookmark: DirectCostBudget]Direct Cost Budget

Budget line items representing the estimated direct costs that the institution will be asking the funder to reimburse.	

[bookmark: EquipmentCosts]Equipment Costs (6)

An article of nonexpendable, tangible personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per unit and required to conduct the project. For more specific examples of “Equipment,” see Capital Equipment, Special Purpose Equipment, General Purpose Equipment.

[bookmark: FandA]F&A

F&A stands for “Facilities and Administrative”

[bookmark: FacilitiesCosts]Facilities Costs (I)

Project-specific rental of space.  For example, a surgical room or conference facilities; may depend on type of rental arrangement in place at institution. Center Grants, Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

[bookmark: Federally]Federally Negotiated F&A Cost Rate

Otherwise known as Negotiated F&A Cost Rate

[bookmark: FinanceBudgetLineItems]Finance Budget Line Items

Seven Costs, which are: 1 (Personnel Costs), 2 (Consultant Costs), 3 (Supply Costs), 4 (Travel Costs), 5 (Other Costs), 6 (Equipment Costs), 7 (Consortium/Contractual Costs). These refer to general budget line item categories. The collective list of the Finance Budget Line Items are listed in order of 1 through 7 in the section titled “Overlay RPSC Examples Within the Finance Invoice Template,” where they are cross-referenced with the RPSCs from A through N from the section “Research Project Support Cost Examples (by General Categories).”

						
Fringe Benefits

The associated fringe benefits costs for each personnel category.  

[bookmark: Fundable]Fundable

Costs that are both allowable and allocable are fundable when within the budget constraints of the funder and the particular funding mechanism.

[bookmark: FundingMechanism]Funding Mechanism

General categories of awards/grants which may be created by a Nonprofit Funder. Also see Center Grants, Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member, Researcher Salaries Only Awards, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, Traditional Project Grants, and Travel Fellowships

[bookmark: GeneralAdministrative]General Administrative or Clerical Costs (D)

Often the work of personnel classified as administrative is integral and specifically identifiable to specific projects. Examples include managing substances/chemicals, managing and securing project-specific data, coordinating arrangements for an extensive amount of travel, and coordinating research subjects. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, and Traditional Project Grants, have a volume of activity and sufficient budget maximums to support administrative salaries allocable to them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

[bookmark: GeneralPurposeEquipment]General Purpose Equipment

General Purpose Equipment (also known as Office/General Purpose Equipment Costs) is equipment not limited to research, medical, scientific, or other technical activities and is generally not directly allocable to projects. Also, see Capital Equipment and Equipment Costs.
						
[bookmark: IndirectCost]Indirect (F&A) Cost

Costs that are beneficial and allowable but not directly allocable to specific projects as they are not readily, specifically identifiable to them.  Research Institutions generally receive reimbursement for the portion of these costs allocable to sponsored projects through application of Indirect (F&A) Cost Rates.							
Indirect (F&A) Cost Budget

The amount resulting from the application of the indirect cost rate used for the proposed budget and subsequently for invoicing for reimbursement.							
[bookmark: International]International	 Costs/Awards/Grants (M)

This category represents many types of funding mechanisms to both international scientists working within the U.S. and abroad, and to U.S. scientists (lead, collaborator, consultant, etc.) travelling to conferences or conducting research abroad. Examples include: Travel Costs/Travel Fellowships to present research at International Scientific Conferences, complete face-to-face data harmonization/planning meetings, or learning a technique abroad; Non-U.S. citizens working in the U.S. (some Postdoctoral Fellowships and other types of NIH grants may not permit application from foreign nationals who are employed at a U.S. institution); Non-US citizens working at a Research Institution located outside of the U.S. (lead, collaborators, consultants, etc.). Typically, these types of costs are found in all categories of grants: Center Grants, Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member, Researcher Salaries Only Awards, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, Traditional Project Grants, and Travel Fellowships.

[bookmark: IT]IT Computing/Data Storage Costs (G)

Data sharing and/or storage may be required by funder. Some examples include: Purchase of server for storage; Salary for IT data cleanup/maintenance; Equipment needed for a meeting or conference of scientists. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

[bookmark: MultiPurpose]Multi-Purpose Scientific Equipment Costs (K)

A Multi-Purpose Scientific Equipment is a type of Special Purpose Equipment, which may be often directly allocable if required for successful completion of the project. However, this request may be questionable as a direct cost budget item if available for multiple projects or purposes. For example, a -80C freezer for patient samples in a clinical trial might be questioned because it could be used for other purposes. Some funders do not pay for equipment, as they expect the institution to have the required infrastructure to complete the project. Service contracts, maintenance, and/or repairs on special purpose equipment that are directly related to this particular funded scientific project might also be directly charged Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these associated costs.

[bookmark: Negotiated]Negotiated F&A Cost Rate	

The rate (or rates) in the Research Institution's agreement with the federal government at which federal sponsors are to reimburse indirect costs. These rates result from the federally dictated process for determining the institution's allowable facilities and administrative costs allocable to research.							
[bookmark: NonprofitFunder]Nonprofit Funder (NF)

The full definition is beyond the scope of this document. There are a broad range of organizations that fund biomedical research, including philanthropic organization, nonprofits, charities, non-governmental organizations, and other various types. Funders are often called Sponsors by a Research Institution.

[bookmark: NFRI]Nonprofit Funder-Research Institution (NFRI) Partnership

The goal of the Nonprofit Funder Research Institution Partnership (NFRI) is to establish a framework that encourages long-term effective Nonprofit Funder/Research Institution collaborations. Three Working Groups were formed to advance NFRI’s mission between workshop: Intellectual Property and Tech Transfer Workgroup; Research Project Support Costs Workgroup; and Streamlining Administrative Requirements Workgroup. These groups have frequent calls to gather information, share successful strategies and create resources to share with the community. For more information about NFRI, please visit https://www.healthra.org/nonprofit-funder-research-institution-partnership-nfri/.

[bookmark: OfficeGeneralPurposeSupplies]Office/General Purpose Supplies or Services (A)

This refers to an office supply that is integral and specifically identifiable because it will be needed for a different purpose than usual and/or in a volume that is significantly beyond normal demand. For example, 200 rolls of paper towels needed for direct use in the funded experiment(s) might be charged directly as the amount is significantly greater and the use significantly different than normal lab/department needs. Postage that is significant and necessary for the conduct of the project may be considered direct rather than an indirect department operating expense. Devices such as an iPad that are indirect costs for normal, administrative use may be given to caregivers at home to monitor and track health for project purposes. Typically found in Center Grants, Small, Pilot Grants, Symposium/Conference Support Grants and Traditional Project Grants.

[bookmark: OfficeGeneralPurposeEquipment]Office/General Purpose Equipment Costs (B)

General purpose equipment is not designed for scientific purposes and is typically not directly allocable to research projects but there are exceptions. For example, a project with an unusual need, such as a remote site with significant printing and copying required to perform the work, or a Symposium/Conference project, may be able to justify the cost of a printer/copier. Service contracts, maintenance, and/or repairs on general purpose equipment that is directly charged might also be directly charged. While there may be exceptional circumstances that would justify the direct charging of some of these costs, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.
Also, see General Purpose Equipment Costs. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

[bookmark: OperationsandMaintenanceCosts]Operations and Maintenance Costs (J)

Hazardous waste removal and other services that are normally funded centrally at the Research Institution might be directly allocable, particularly if there are unusual circumstances and/or the volume will be more than is typical for the institution's research projects. Center Grants, Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

[bookmark: OtherCosts]Other Cost (also referred to as Other Direct Cost) (5)

The other costs category  could include  expenses such as animal per diem costs (the cost of animals should be listed as a supply), human subject honoraria, publication charges, subawards, computer time, maintenance and other service agreements/charges, patient care costs, space rental, alterations or renovations, equipment rental, etc.

[bookmark: Personnel]Personnel

People employed in an organization and/or those who are engaged in the research project.

[bookmark: PersonnelCosts]Personnel Costs (1)

Personnel with charges applicable and allocable to the project.

[bookmark: ProjectSpecificAuditCosts]Project-Specific Audit Costs (N)

If a funder requires a separate audit of the specific funded project, the cost of procuring the necessary audit services may be directly allocable to the project. The following types of awards may have these associated costs: Center Grants, Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, Traditional Project Grants, and Travel Fellowships.

[bookmark: ResearchComplianceCosts]Research Compliance Costs (F)

Often the work of personnel classified as administrative is integral and specifically identifiable to specific projects. Examples include developing, managing and maintaining protocols (human, animals, etc.), managing substances/chemicals, managing and securing project-specific data, and coordinating research subjects. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

[bookmark: ResearchInstitution]Research Institution (RI)

The full definition is beyond the scope of this document. An establishment or institution founded to do research to which the award/grant is given by a Sponsor or Nonprofit Funder or other funding agency.

[bookmark: RPSC]Research Project Support Costs (RPSC)

Costs that may be otherwise considered Indirect (F&A) Costs by government, nonprofit or other funding organization, but may be considered Direct Costs (and be listed as a budget line item) if they are directly related to a specific aim or task within a funded project. The collective list of RPSCs have been provided as A through N in the section titled “RPSC Examples (by General Categories).” They are cross-referenced with the Finance Budget Line Items, both in that section, and in the section titled “Overlay RPSC Examples Within the Finance Invoice Template,” where the Finance Budget Line Items are listed in order of 1 through 7.

[bookmark: ResearcherCareerSupport]Researcher Career Support Awards/Society Member 

A Researcher Career Support Award will develop the research skills to support and greatly enhance the awardee’s chances to obtain and retain a high-quality career position. This includes a wide swath of awards including postdoctoral fellowships, early-career investigator awards or other career stage funding mechanisms. In addition, this category includes awards to support a member of a society to develop professional skills or travel to a society’s annual meeting.

[bookmark: ResearcherSalariesOnlyAwards]Researcher Salaries Only Awards 

These types of awards provide only the salary support for a scientist, clinician and/or other health-based researcher. There is no budgeting permitted on the awards for equipment, supplies, or other line items.

[bookmark: SmallPilotAward]Small, Pilot Award

This is defined as a small project that will help develop a project to the point where funding for projects with a larger scope and dollar amount may be obtained.

[bookmark: SpecialPurposeEquipment]Special Purpose Equipment

Special Purpose Equipment is equipment used only for research, medical, scientific, or other technical activities and is generally directly allocable to projects. Also see Capital Equipment, Equipment Costs, and Multi-Purpose Scientific Equipment Costs.

[bookmark: Sponsor]Sponsor

The agency or organization that funds the research project/grant held by a Research Institution. See Nonprofit Funder. 

[bookmark: SupplyCosts]Supply Costs (3)

All proposed supply expenses must be project specific. That is, performance of the project must necessitate the acquisition and consumption of the budgeted supplies and materials.

[bookmark: SymposiumConferenceSupportGrants]Symposium/Conference Support Grants

A grant, award or other funding mechanism to provide support to scientists/scholars to organize research conferences, focused symposia, or other forms of convenings around important issues that are related to the mission of the Nonprofit Funder.

[bookmark: TechTransferCosts]Tech Transfer Costs (E)

Often the work of personnel classified as administrative is integral and specifically identifiable to specific projects. For projects that may have more near-term deliverables, with heavy intellectual property application filing and/or licensing and commercialization costs, tech transfer staff may need to spend much time carrying out sponsor requirements and other tasks that are administrative in nature. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these types of costs associated with them. Although, sponsor budget limits may not allow for these costs to be included in the proposed budget or directly charged to the project.

[bookmark: TraditionalProjectGrants]Traditional Project Grant

This is the typical investigator-initiated (or theme-based, laser-focused request for proposal) award mechanism that provides support for health-related research and development based on the mission of the Nonprofit Funder. Applicants can typically ask for all Finance Budget Line Items in their funding requests.

[bookmark: TravelCosts]Travel Costs (4)

Costs must benefit the proposed project and usually include travel associated with fieldwork and attendance at scientific meetings for the purpose of presenting project findings and/or results.

[bookmark: TravelFellowship]Travel Fellowship 

This type of award has terms that permit or direct the holder to travel to a scientific conference (domestic or international) and/or go abroad for study or research.

[bookmark: TrialParticipantFacilitationCosts]Trial Participant Facilitation Costs (L)

Trial Participant facilitation costs include costs incurred by trial participants for parking, Lyft/Uber/taxi, meal expenses, and/or fee reimbursements related to the logistics of participaitng. Center Grants, Small, Pilot Awards, Symposium/Conference Support Grants, and Traditional Project Grants may have these associated costs.
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[bookmark: FinanceInvoiceTemplate][bookmark: OverlayRPSCExamplesWithFinance]RPSC Examples (Corresponding with the Categories of the Financial Template):


1. Personnel Costs

Personnel with charges applicable and allocable to the project.

C (Administrative Salaries and Related Fringe Benefits), D (General Administrative or Clerical Costs), E (Tech Transfer Costs), F (Research Compliance Costs), G (IT Computing/Data Storage Costs), M (International Costs/Awards/Grants), N (Project-Specific Audit Costs)

2. Consultant Costs

Consultants are individuals hired to give professional advice or services for a fee, but not as an employee of the Research Institution (RI) and they do not perform a portion of the programmatic work. Consultants are used to provide such advice or services when no other RI employee with like expertise or experience is available to participate in the proposed project.

C (Administrative Salaries and Related Fringe Benefits), E (Tech Transfer Costs), F (Research Compliance Costs), G (IT Computing/Data Storage Costs), M (International Costs/Awards/Grants), N (Project-Specific Audit Costs)

3. Supply Costs

All proposed supply expenses must be project specific. That is, performance of the project must necessitate the acquisition and consumption of the budgeted supplies and materials.

A (Office/General Purpose Supplies or Services)
4. Travel Costs

Costs must benefit the proposed project and usually include travel associated with fieldwork and attendance at scientific meetings for the purpose of presenting project findings and/or results.

M (International Costs/Awards/Grants)

5. Other Costs

The other costs category  could include  expenses such as animal per diem costs (the cost of animals should be listed as a supply), human subject honoraria, publication charges, subawards, computer time, maintenance and other service agreements/charges, patient care costs, space rental, alterations or renovations, equipment rental, etc.

A (Office/General Purpose Supplies or Services), C (Administrative Salaries and Related Fringe Benefits), E (Tech Transfer Costs), G (IT Computing/Data Storage Costs), H (Computer Network Charges), I (Facilities Costs), J (Operations and Maintenance Costs), L (Trial Participant Facilitation Costs), M (International Costs/Awards/Grants), N (Project-Specific Audit Costs)

6. Equipment Costs

An article of nonexpendable, tangible personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost of $5,000 or more per unit and required to conduct the project.

B (Office/General Purpose Equipment Costs), K (Multi-Purpose Scientific Equipment Costs)
7. Consortium/Contractual Costs

Costs for subawards/subcontracts to a separate entity from the RI that’s performing some of the programmatic portion of the project.

F (Research Compliance Costs), G (IT Computing/Data Storage Costs), I (Facilities Costs), M (International Costs/Awards/Grants), N (Project-Specific Audit Costs)

8. Indirect Costs

Not applicable in the context of RPSC example allotment. 
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