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1. Introduction to protocols.io

2. Relationship with publishers, funders & institutions

3. Linking method development to publication

4. protocols.io during the current crisis 
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The Problem – Method Communication

Repeating and building on previously published work is extremely hard. 

How Reliable Are Cancer 
Studies?
January 18, 2017

The hardest part, by far, was figuring out exactly what the original 

labs actually did. Scientific papers come with methods sections 

that theoretically ought to provide recipes for doing the same 

experiments. But often, those recipes are incomplete, missing out 

important steps, details, or ingredients. In some cases, the recipes 

aren’t described at all; researchers simply cite an earlier study that 

used a similar technique. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2018/11/psychologys-replication-crisis-real/576223/


Discover Protocols 

→ Open access repository
→ ~7,000 public protocols  
→ Large diversity of 
disciplines 
 

https://www.protocols.io/welcome

https://www.protocols.io/welcome


Overview: Mission of protocols.io

Making it easy to share method details 
before, during and after publication.



Protocol 

Versions

Works for me

DOI (or keep private)

Comments



Elements of protocols.io

Workspaces
File Manager Editor

visible invisible



Workspaces

Fully integrated task manager

- Group management

- Everything in one place

- Secure file sharing



Key Insights

Manage and share research data and protocols

Simplify teamwork and improve collaboration

Saving time and keep work organized



Adoption

Monthly users creating new protocols

Total public protocols: >7,000
Total private protocols: >24,000

New monthly protocols: >1000



Organizations encouraging use of protocols.io

Journals & Publishers

Recommend protocols.io during 
manuscript submission

500+ journals

Funders
Require or recommend protocols.io in 
grant guidelines/policies

Institutions

Campus licenses for more reproducible 
research and publications. 

+ more



Funder examples



Practicalities & Preservation

● Archived in CLOCKSS
● Daily backups
● All public protocols mirrored at

https://github.com/protocolsio/protocols

● Public APIs 

● Export (PDF, JSON) 

● Citable

https://github.com/protocolsio/protocols


Methods and protocols for … are 
available as a collection in 

Protocols.io (DOI link)

Dynamic Permanence



Why publish protocols?

Accelerate Science 

→ Increase Discoverability

→ Reproducibility

→ Facilitate Research 
Connections 

→ Enable Reuse

→ Enhance Value of 
Research



Stewardship of Research Outputs

When researchers do not have a platform to create 
and share methods, the institution loses 

‘stewardship’ over the research methods and their 
ingredients. 



Benefits of protocols.io

Accelerate Science 

★ Increase Discoverability

★ Reproducibility

★ Facilitate Research Connections 

★ Enable Reuse

★ Enhance Value of Research

★ Dynamic Permanence (Versioning)

★ Improved Materials & Methods

★ Stewardship of Research Output

Vibrant Open Research Community



Coronavirus Methods Development Community



Looking for a New Normal post COVID-19



PROT-G

Discoverable protocols

Q&A via Discussions

Updates

Resources & News
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