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Health Services Research 
Webinar - An Introduction to 
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• National Library of Medicine 

• Lisa Lang, Assistant Director, Health Services Research Information and Head, 
NICHSR

• Patricia Gallagher, Project Officer for HSRProj and Librarian, NICHSR
• Lynn Whitener, Senior HSRR Consultant 

• AcademyHealth
• Margo Edmunds, Co-Principal Investigator & Vice President, Evidence 

Generation and Translation
• Nisha Kanani, Senior Associate
• Thomas Blount, Research Assistant

• University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
• Christiane Voisin, Research Librarian UNC-CH, Co-Principal Investigator, 

HSRProj
• Laurie Leadbetter, Librarian, UNC-CH

Introductions

Speaker: Margo 
Edmunds
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National Library of Medicine’s National Information Center on 
Health Services Research and Health Care Technology (NICHSR) 
Resources 
• Health Services Research Information Central (HSRIC)

• NICHSR ONESearch

• Health Services Research Projects-in-Progress (HSRProj)

• Health Services and Sciences Research Resources (HSRR)

Resources 
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AcademyHealth envisions a future where 
individuals and communities are made healthier 
by the use of evidence in decision-making.

VISION

Together with its members, AcademyHealth works 
to improve health and the performance of the 
health system by supporting the production and 
use of evidence to inform policy and practice.  

MISSION
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Evidence is important
We believe policies affecting health and the performance of the health system should be informed by 
the best and most relevant evidence. We will promote both the production and use of evidence from 
health services and policy research to improve health, health care, and public health.

Evidence is a common good
We maintain that the production of evidence about what works to improve health and the 
performance of the health system, for whom, under what conditions, and with which outcomes, is a 
common good. We advocate for and support the development of the workforce, data and information 
infrastructure, and funding necessary to produce relevant, high quality, timely evidence.

Diversity of opinion and perspective produces better evidence
We believe that diverse perspectives lead to richer and more nuanced understanding of issues related 
to health and the performance of the health system. We support a big tent approach and encourage 
participation from all. Our activities are nonpartisan and seek to encourage and support diversity in 
the field.

AcademyHealth is ‘of the field and for the field’
We strive to develop high quality programs and services that address the needs and concerns of our 
field and members, as well as anticipate, respond to, and raise awareness of a changing environment 
for health and the performance of the health system. The richness of these activities is enhanced 
through the efforts of our member volunteers. We will recruit and retain highly trained and motivated 

staff who represent, reflect and promote the field.

PRINCIPLES
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NLM Resources for 

Health Services Research

Speaker: 
Lisa  Lang 
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Patricia Flatley Brennan, RN, PhD

NLM Director

Transforming Data
into Knowledge
and knowledge into health
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Protocols

Funding

Code

Models

Clinical Data
Library

Study Data

People

Pathways

Instruments

Fostering an 

ecosphere of 

discovery
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Accelerate 
discovery and 

advance health 
through data-

driven 
research

Reach more 
people in more 
ways through 

enhanced 
dissemination 

and 
engagement

Build a 
workforce

for data-driven
research and  

health

NLM Strategic Plan
Transforming Data into Knowledge
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NLM HSR Resources:

HSRIC and NICHSR ONESearch
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Diverse Producers, Funders, Users

HSR is the multidisciplinary field of scientific investigation that 
studies how social factors, financing systems, organizational
structures and processes, health technologies, and personal
behaviors affect access to health care,  the quality and cost of 
health care, and ultimately our health and well-being.

Its research domains are individuals, families, organizations, 
institutions, communities, and populations.

AcademyHealth, 2000
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NLM Resources help you go beyond the published 
literature 

• Webportal:  Health Services Research Information Central (HSRIC) 

• Search Tool: NICHSR ONESearch

• Database: Health Services Research Projects-in-Progress (HSRProj)

• Database: Health Services and Sciences Research Resources (HSRR)

NLM HSR Resources: Connecting the Field
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https://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrph.html

“Integrating Resources for 
Research and Practice”

• Webportals for HSR and PH

• Unique databases

• PubMed structured queries for 
HSR, CER and HP 2020

• Webinars, tutorials, HTA e-text

Find NLM HSR Resources:  Home Page

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrph.html
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NICHSR ONESearch: START HERE! 

Unique
Databases

Specialized
Web Portals

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/onesearch.html
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NICHSR ONESearch:
Search all the NICHSR databases and web portals 

(HSRProj, HSRR, HSRIC and PHPartners) with one simple search.
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HSR Information Central (HSRIC)
Portal for Health Services Research news, reports, data, 

tools and other resources from trusted sources

http.nlm.nih.gov/hsrinfo

16
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Links to over 4000 web-
based documents, tools and 
websites, updated virtually 
daily

Augment your NICHSR 
ONESearch return with 
more refined search 

Sign up to receive 
personalized updates via 
Gov delivery, at the site or 
topic page level

HSR Information Central:  

Search, Browse and Personalized Updates 
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HSR Information Central –

Browse highlighted HSR Topics

HSR Topics:

• Resources clustered by issue

• Scope statements include links 
to structured searches for 
PubMed and other resources

• GovDelivery updates available

We welcome your suggestions for new topics!

Speaker: Lisa Lang
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HSR Information Central –

HSR Topic Page Example

Speaker: Lisa Lang
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HSRProj

Speaker: Nisha 
Kanani 



21HSRProj: Overview

• Central repository of funded 
health services research 
projects

• 35,000+ health services 
research projects

• 381 active contributing 
organizations

• Federal and state agencies

• Foundations

• Private organizations

• Universities



22HSRProj Solicitation & Process Diagram
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Researchers, Policymakers, and Funders use 

HSRProj



24HSRProj Analyses:  Trends and Gaps 



25Submit your work! 

• Include your work to receive recognition for your research. 

• Funding organizations and researchers are invited to submit 

information on their ongoing or recently completed health 

services research projects.

• Visit www.academyhealth.org/hsrprojsubmit to learn more! 

http://www.academyhealth.org/hsrprojsubmit


26Upcoming Webinar: Using Data Visualization in 

Translating Your Research

• Back-to-School Series

• Wednesday, August 22, 2018 

• 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. ET 

• Developed with graduate students and junior investigators in 
mind, this seminar explores the data visualization field and 
provides an overview of resources for public health and health 
services researchers to use in their work.

• Visit www.academyhealth.org/hsrproj to register! 

http://www.academyhealth.org/hsrproj


27

The HSRProj database collaboration 

and why you should participate
Christiane E. Voisin, M.S.L.S

Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services 

Research

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Speaker: Christiane 
Voisin
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• Collaborating for HSRProj: NICHSR (NLM), AcademyHealth, and the 

Cecil G. Sheps Center for Health Services Research (Sheps Center)

• Asking for project records

• HRA member organizations have projects included in HSRProj

• Where we find HSR content

• Who funds Health Services Research in HSRProj

• What’s Included in HSRProj?

• What’s Excluded in HSRProj?

• Summary

https://wwwcf.nlm.nih.gov/hsr_project/home_proj.cfm


29Collaborating for the HSRProj database: 

NICHSR, AcademyHealth, and The Sheps Center

• NICHSR at NLM is the funder of HSRProj, does outreach

• AcademyHealth holds HSRProj contract

• Solicit projects/ education & outreach/ HSR projects

• The Sheps Center at UNC-Chapel Hill subcontracts to 

AcademyHealth

• Technical work of building the database

• Also assist AcademyHealth and NLM with academic and 

“research shop” (Sheps Center) perspectives for research 

projects, webinars, and more

https://wwwcf.nlm.nih.gov/hsr_project/home_proj.cfm


30Asking for Project Records

• Contact calendar and download schedule

• Our HSR Advisory Committee 

• Professional reading and other research endeavors

• Outreach at conferences

• Old fashioned calls and emails

• Google Alerts

• Your ideas and contacts!



31Health Research Alliance member organizations 

have projects included in HSRProj

ACTIVE TODAY

• Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) – 633 ongoing/completed

• American Cancer Society – 75 ongoing/completed

Historical

• Alzheimer’s Association

• American Diabetes Association

• American Heart Association

• Foundation for Physical Therapy

• The Pew Charitable Trusts

• Physicians’ Services Incorporated Foundation

• Susan G. Komen

• HSRProj supports connection of your grantees 

and projects to others in the field: improving the 

visibility and value of your investments



32Where we find HSR content

• NIH RePORTER for Federally funded NIH research (also AHRQ, CDC, 
FDA, VA)

• Federal websites and outreach for specialized content
• AHRQ Project Research Online (formerly GOLD) for working papers

• HRSA websites

• PROSPERO (for AHRQ systematic reviews in progress)

• NARIC for National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and 
Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR) projects

• National Science Foundation (NSF)

• SciVal academic sites

• AcademyHealth direct solicitation of private and international 
organizations

• Foundations are the bulk of private participants
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Who Funds Health Services Research?

Pie chart showing a current breakdown of 
HSR Supporting Agencies represented in 
HSRProj

• Dark blue slice shows Federally funded: 
75% and includes AHRQ, CMS and Dept. 
of VA, not only NIH

• Second, mango slice shows Foundation-
funded: ~19%

• Third, gray slice shows International 
funding: ~5%

• Dark orange: State/Local Gov = <1%

• Light blue: Other = <1%

Supporting Agencies

Federal State/Local Gov International Foundation Other
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What’s Included? Five examples

Access to Care Data Science
Population 

Health 
Management

Pragmatic 
Trials Telemedicine



35What’s Excluded? Three examples

Medication-
only Studies

Proof of 
Concept

Prospective 
Studies



36Summary

• HSRProj represents a diverse array of research in our field.

• Keep in touch with us! Participate in HSRProj if you have HSR in your 
portfolio.

• Share your suggestions and contacts for research that should be included 
in HSRProj. 

• Thank you!

Christiane Voisin
cvoisin@ad.unc.edu
(919) 843-2298

Laurie Leadbetter
ltleadbe@email.unc.edu

mailto:cvoisin@ad.unc.edu
mailto:ltleadbe@email.unc.edu


37HSRProj Home Page

Speaker: Patricia 
Gallagher

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrproj
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Search Results



39Limiters



40HSRProj Record (excerpt)
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Advanced Search Supports 

More Nuanced Used of Limiters



42Filtering via the Map



43Viewing Projects Across the US



44Questions?

For more information on the resources presented, please contact us! 

 HSRIC and NICHSR ONESearch: 
 email patricia.gallagher@nih.gov or langl@nlm.nih.gov

 visit https://www.nlm.nih.gov/hsrinfo or 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/onesearch.html 

 HSRProj: 
 email hsrproj@academyhealth.org 

 visit www.academyhealth.org/hsrproj or 
https://wwwcf.nlm.nih.gov/hsr_project/home_proj.cfm 

 HSRR: 
 email betty.whitener@nih.gov 

 visit https://hsrr.nlm.nih.gov 


