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Cure in Mind. Cure in Sight.

• Vision: A world free from diseases of mind and 
sight.

• Mission: BrightFocus funds exceptional scientific 
research worldwide to defeat Alzheimer’s disease, 
macular degeneration, and glaucoma and provides 
expert information on these heartbreaking 
diseases.

• History: We were founded in 1973 and known until 
February 1, 2013 as the American Health 
Assistance Foundation (AHAF).

• Awarded more than $206 million for more than 
1500 awards since inception
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Diseases Have No Borders…
Neither Do BrightFocus Awards
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FY19 Research Funding Sets New 
Record High (8 Consecutive Years!)



Awards In a Nutshell

• Fiscal Year 2019:

➢ $16.2 Million

➢ 76 New Awards

➢ 13% International

➢ 17 US States 

➢ 40 Cities Worldwide

• Currently Active (Total) Portfolio:

✓ Nearly 200 awards
✓ More than $45 million
✓ 12 Countries (Australia, Austria, Canada, China 

(Fujian Sheng and Hong Kong), England, France, 
Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, USA)



BrightFocus Awards

• Investigator-initiated, high-risk/high-reward research

• International (no citizenship or country requirements)

• $100,000 per year

• Alzheimer’s Disease Research

• Standard: $300,000 total for 3 years

• Postdoctoral Fellowship: $200,000 for 2 years

• Macular Degeneration Research

• Standard: $200,000 total for 2 years (Postdocs can be CoPIs)

• National Glaucoma Research

• Standard: $200,000 total for 2 years (Postdocs can be CoPIs)



BrightFocus Scientific Affairs

At Health Research Alliance

Director of Scientific Programs, Neuroscience

(ADR)

Director of Scientific Programs, Vision Science

(MDR, NGR)



Web Resources For Each Award



Blood Test for Alzheimer’s

Diversified Portfolio 



Clinical Risk Algorithm for Alzheimer’s 
in Early Midlife/Sex-based Differences

Massachusetts General Hospital



Microbiome influences 
microglia phenotypes and Aβ amyloidosis 

in a sex-specific manner

• Hemraj Dodiya
• University of Chicago

• Mentor: Sangram S. Sisodia

Prior experiments demonstrated that 

perturbation of the microbiome altered 

amyloidosis in a sex-specific manner. The 

proposed experiments will cross male-

microbiome into female mice and evaluate the 

role of microglia in the reduction of amyloidosis. 



Paul Baird, PhD, Centre for Eye Research Australia, The University of Melbourne
Co-Principal Investigators: Adam Kowalczyk, PhD and Alice Pebay, PhD

A New Method for Prediction of the Two Advanced Types of AMD

❑ High throughput computing and big data analysis to aid our understanding and 
advancement of treatments for AMD; particularly the dry form. 

❑ Identify genes that interact with each other as well as with other factors known to be involved 
in increased risk of AMD such as age, sex of an individual and smoking.

Zhichao Wu, PhD, Centre for Eye Research Australia, The University of Melbourne

New Visual Function Tests to Enable Treatment Trials of AMD

❑ A new and better method to measure the eye’s ability to perceive different light levels in the 

macula

❑ Enables better evaluation of promising new treatments.

FY19 MDR International Awardees



❑ Develop a tool to predict the 
chances of AMD progression 
on a personalized, patient-
by-patient basis

❑ Distinguishing which 
patients progress from an 
early or intermediate stage 
of AMD to the advanced 
stage will help guide patient 
follow-up and testing. 

Joelle Hallak, PhD, The University of Illinois, Chicago 
Co-Principal Investigators: Daniel Rubin, MD, Theodore Leng, MD, and Luis de 
Sisternes, PhD

A Novel Approach to Personalized Prediction of Progression of Age-

Related Macular Degeneration



Kevin Chan, PhD, New York University School of Medicine

The Role of Brain Waste Clearance System in Glaucoma

❑ Understand glaucoma mechanisms by determining the pathophysiological events 
and disease progression in the brain’s visual system 

❑ Use novel, multi-parametric magnetic resonance imaging techniques in experimental glaucoma models. 

Co-recipient: The Thomas R. Lee Award for Glaucoma Research

FY19 NGR Awardees



Eldon Geisert, PhD, Emory University

Robust Optic Nerve Regeneration: A Systems Biology Approach

❑ Identify genes that will increase the number of regenerating axons by at least four times and the distance the 
axons grow by at least three times. 

❑ If functional recovery is to occur in humans we must increase the number of regenerating axons and their rate of 
growth.



Thought Leader: Convening Experts,
Developing The Next Generation



Molecular Neurodegeneration
Open Access Dissemination: Partnership with 

BMC/Springer Nature

Official Journal 
of BrightFocus



Turning Point: Inside Look At Quest 
For Alzheimer’s Cure

BrightFocus is the

Presentation Partner

Of Turning Point

Screening Requests



RACERS



Increasing Public Awareness and 
Education

www.brightfocus.org



Thank You


