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The Disability & Philanthropy Forum is a hub for learning about disability inclusion in philanthropy. This webinar explored definitions of disability, strategies for tracking participation of people with disabilities as a step towards inclusion, and strategies for increasing accessibility of resources and events.
· View the event resource
· Disability & Philanthropy Forum website

Disability
Is a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities (ADA). Disability can be lifelong or acquired, and apparent or non-apparent. A person who meets the legal definition of disability may or may not identify as having a disability. Examples:
· Physical and mobility (polio, limb difference)
· Sensory (Deaf or hard of hearing, blind or low vision)
· Intellectual and developmental (Down’s Syndrome, autism spectrum disorders)
· Psychosocial or mental health (depression, ADHD)
· Learning (dyslexia, auditory processing disorder)
· Chronic illness (cancer, HIV, diabetes)

In the social model of disability,
Societal factors act as barriers that disable people (one’s individual conditions do not disable them). What barriers do our organizations construct?

Strategies for Increasing Accessibility
In grantmaking:
1. Track disability participation to evaluate how programs are supporting inclusion
2. Avoid automatic sign-outs/timeouts on application portals; allow saving work
3. Grants management systems should adhere to web accessibility standards; offer plain-text alternative application
4. Provide a contact name, email, and phone number for accommodations requests
In meetings or events:
5. Use closed captions (available in Zoom, PowerPoint, Google Slides, etc.)
6. Require use of microphones at in-person events
7. Provide a method by which participants can request accommodations (question at sign-up, or a contact person)
8. Speakers can provide verbal descriptions of their appearance

Additional Resources
· Disability 101 Fact Sheet from the Disability & Philanthropy Forum
· Sign the Disability Inclusion Pledge from the Disability & Philanthropy Forum
· Article: Ten simple rules to host an inclusive conference (Joo et al. 2022); see Rule 6: Make the conference accessible to people with disabilities
