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BrightFocus’ Vision

A world where we age free from diseases of mind & sight
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Diseases Have No Borders…
Neither Do BrightFocus Awards

$290 million awarded over 50 years

Nearly $100 million in past 5 years

Currently active global portfolio:      
276 awards in 16 countries ($74 m)

Grantees achieved top scientific 
accolades including 2 Nobel laureates



BrightFocus Awards Offered

• Alzheimer’s Disease Research
• Standard Award: $300,00 over 3 years

• Postdoctoral Fellowship: $200,000 over 2 years
• National Glaucoma Research

• Standard Award: $200,000 over 2 years
• Postdoctoral Fellowship: $150,000 over 2 years

• Macular Degeneration Research
• Innovative Research Grant $600,000 over 3 years
• New Investigator Grant $450,000 over 3 years
• Postdoctoral Fellowship: $200,000 over 2 years

Sign up for “Grants Notification” at bottom of page to be notified when RFP released: 
https://science.brightfocus.org/apply-grant 

ADR LOI OPENS 
JULY 2024

NGR Full OPENS 
JULY 2024

MDR LOI OPENS 
MAY 2024

Apply for a grant:

https://science.brightfocus.org/apply-grant


How To Define ‘Success’? 

Project: 50th Anniversary Impact Impact Metrics for the Board Constant Monitoring for Max Impact



First Things First: 
Digitize!

Turn This: Into This:

©1981 Raiders of the Lost Ark



Next Step: Analyze! …OR…
How Do You Use Altum++ To Measure Success?

Altum Analytics:

Altum Insights:

Clarivate InCites:



50th Anniversary Timelines, MicroSite, 
Congressional Briefing Eye/Brain Resarch

https://www.brightfocus.org/news/brightfocus-foundation-
celebrates-50-years-biomedical-research-breakthroughs

https://www.brightfocus.org/news/brightfocus-foundation-celebrates-50-years-biomedical-research-breakthroughs
https://www.brightfocus.org/news/brightfocus-foundation-celebrates-50-years-biomedical-research-breakthroughs


To Discover First-In Funding Innovation:
Use Altum Insights

Search by keyword, institution, person, country, state, disease, etc.



Impact Metrics For Board: 
Altum Analytics

Altum Analytics: Since Inception Funding



Impact Metrics For Board: 
WOS/Clarivate Incites

Clarivate Incites: Category Normalized Citation Impact vs NIH and/or other funders



Constantly Updating Stats:
Altum Analytics/WOS/Clarivate 

Incites/Scientist Surveys
Follow-on Funding: Last Major Survey 2011 (10x); New with Altum Analytics (2x)?? But Missing Data

…~25% post-award PC survey response rate: Commission Scientist Survey



Following Career Trajectories:
Altum Analytics/Scientist Surveys

Especially Postdocs can be hard to track: ORCID Membership/API w PC – ask Scientist To Share User Permissions



Diversify Science and Scientists:
Altum Analytics

Questions in Application Phase: Key Words, Ethnicity/Race/Gender, Institution Location



Real-Time Notification of BFF-
Funded Publications: WOS Alerts

First, Consolidate Your Organization Name (found 171 for BFF); Then, Set Up Automatic Alerts



Constant Merging/Automation: 
Help The Scientists Help Themselves?

• CSV batch upload info by Proposal Central from WOS/InCites/Surveys
• Scientist Add contacts for all roles and have Institution Administration Upload



How Is It Working For You?

Microsite, Annual Report, Interviews, etc. Funding First-In, Innovators, Early-Career Real-Time Access To Data



Lessons Learned

• Hire an expert to help you migrate from one grant system to another

• Minimize Customization

• Make sure historic data uploaded/mirrored to fields being used by Altum Analytics and Insights

• No one system ‘does it all’ – be open to trying new programs to integrate/augment Proposal Central

• Work with PC/Altum Staff to communicate your needs. Excellent customer service and adapting

• Other lessons learned from PC members out there? 
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