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BrightFocus’ Vision

A world where we age free from diseases of mind & sight



MISSION

BrightFocus funds exceptional scientific 
research worldwide to defeat 
Alzheimer’s disease, macular 

degeneration, and glaucoma, and
provides expert information on these 

heartbreaking diseases.



4

Diseases Have No Borders…
Neither Do BrightFocus Awards

High Risk, High Reward Seed Funding

Grantees achieved top scientific accolades including 2 Nobel laureates



Investigator-
Initiated Awards for 
Innovative Science

Symposia and 
Workshops (including 
signature Fast Tracks 

and Common Features)

Research Initiatives

Supporting Innovative 
Early-Career Scientists

Science For All:
BrightFocus’ Official Open 
Access Journal Molecular 
Neurodegeneration and 

ISMND Society

Listen Lead

Partnerships and Bold 
Ideas Initiatives

Cross-Disease, 
Interdisciplinary
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BrightFocus Awards Offered

• Alzheimer’s Disease Research

• Standard Award: $300,00 over 3 years

• Postdoctoral Fellowship: $200,000 over 2 years

• National Glaucoma Research

• Standard Award: $200,000 over 2 years

• Postdoctoral Fellowship: $150,000 over 2 years

• Macular Degeneration Research

• Innovative Research Grant $600,000 over 3 years

• New Investigator Grant $450,000 over 3 years

• Postdoctoral Fellowship: $200,000 over 2 years

Sign up for “Grants Notification” at bottom of page to be notified when RFP released: 
https://science.brightfocus.org/apply-grant 

No Citizenship Requirements/Restrictions

ADR LOI Closed 
August 2, 2024

NGR Full Prop. Due 
Oct. 31, 2024

MDR LOI Closed
July 25, 2024

Apply for a grant:

https://science.brightfocus.org/apply-grant


Training the Next Generation:
BrightFocus Fast Track Workshops

Macular Fast TrackTM

• October 2025, at TBD location
• Co-Chairs Drs. Preeti Subramanian, Cathy Bowes Rickman, John Ash

Glaucoma Fast TrackSM

• October 8, 2025, Atlanta, GA
• Co-Chairs Drs. Preeti Subramanian, Abe Clark, Rebecca Sappington, Colleen 

McDowell

Alzheimer’s Fast Track®
• October 2-4, 2024, Chicago, IL
• Co-Chairs Drs. Sharyn Rossi, Frank LaFerla, Cynthia Lemere, Harry Steinbusch

• Designed for graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, and other early-
career scientists 

• Network with peers and expert scientists
• Learn how to write a grant with mentorship from our chairs and 

speakers

• Present a group mock grant proposal to a review panel
https://science.brightfocus.org/event/alzheimers-fast-track-2024 

https://science.brightfocus.org/event/alzheimers-fast-track-2024


Diversity: BrightFocus Travel Fellowships

o BrightFocus is committed 
to bringing scientists from 
diverse backgrounds to 
foster creativity and 
innovation in addressing 
complex scientific 
challenges.

o Self-declaration

o We fund scientists spanning the 
globe

o Different countries/situational 
challenges

o No citizenship requirements

Macular Fast Track 2021 
and Glaucoma Fast Track 

2022 Diversity Fellows 
support in 

partnership with the 
Ludwig Von Sallmann 

Trust



BrightFocus’ Official Journal:
Molecular Neurodegeneration (MN) Journal

International Society of MN (ISMND)

Henrietta Nielsen, PhD
Stockholm University, Sweden

President ISMND

Guojun Bu, PhD
Hong Kong University of Science and 

Technology

Editor in Chief MN Journal

A multidisciplinary global platform for researchers from all 
different facets and levels of scientific disciplines to more 

readily connect and interact

Number one open access neuroscience journal since 2013

Only open access journal in top 10



Scientific Affairs Partnerships and Conferences



BrightFocus Scientific Affairs

Meklit Bekele
Scientific Program Grants Manager

mbekele@brightfocus.org

Sharyn Rossi, PhD
Director of Neuroscience
srossi@brightfocus.org

Preeti Subramanian, PhD
Director of Vision Science

psubramanian@brightfocus.org

Diane Bovenkamp, PhD
Vice President, Scientific Affairs
dbovenkamp@brightfocus.org

Thanks To Our Donors!
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